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Local Business in Profile
This Month: We take a stroll through the lush and
abundant Hunting Brook Gardens, in Blessington

By Mary DArcy
ar, far away from tha manicured that originated on the other side of the globe
lawns of south Dublin, on the (in tact, you never know quite what flowar
side of a peaceful, verdant valley you'll find naxt). The garden is set on land
In west county Wicklow, (quite Jimi Blake Inherited from his family, and |
close to fairyland), there is a visited it one sunny day, quite recantly,

particularly lush, and abundant garden, This Jimi, a noted garden consultant, is clearly

garden is special for several reasons, Firstly, proud of his creation and wants all 1o come
it's been created on the skeleton of a Tth and appreciata it. He daveloped an interast

century ring fort. Secondly, it contains many  in gardening from working with his mother
dramatic plants and grasses, exolic spacies initially on the family farm, then spent 12
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years in Airfield Gardens, Dundrum, which Is
where he came to the pinnacle of his trade.
There are many intriguing exotic plants at
Hunting Brook, Jimi says he sources a lot of
them on his Iravels, from far flung places like
China and India, and shows me a species of
lily I've never seen before, How does he
grow them all? "The whole garden was
grown from saed.” Jimi selects plants
caretully for higher ground, which will be




e likely to theive here, | asked Jimi if he

saw gardening as an art or a trade: his
“newar shows he lies very firmly in the
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