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Creamy pennants of New Fealand [oeloe grass wave from the
bedperows alonga winding Co Wicklow lane, sinalling that some-
thing special is wp ahesd. Moments later, a simple farm gate opens
Inwitinegly on to a gravel drive that rises at a challenging gradient.

This is Hurting Brock. the garden of Jimi Blake. Although only
in his early thirties, he is alresdy one of Irefand’s most exciting gar-
deners. His interest in plants stemms from his childhood. His mother is
a fine gardener and Jimi, the youngest in a large family, was always
at her side a5 & child. Acconding te a sister. e could say “polvanthuos™
v the time he was Do,

When Blake finished schoal, he left the family farm and went
to study horticaiture in Dublint Mational Botanie Gardens. Soon

after, he ecame headaardencr al Aicliebd Estate. Ten vears later the

wearning for his own patch became oo urgent and Jimi moved beck
t3 the family home. Twenty acres were parcelled off from the family
farmm and, four vears apo, e put in his first pdanis.
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Blakes plantsmanship and sense of drama are immedistely
evident; a fantastic mix of i dras your eve upwards to
the steep banks on either side. O rital grasaes froth and flosw:
Gant emerald caseades of Miscanthiess sacchariflorus (there are 100
different varetes of mscanthus here), short beige fountaing of
Hipa elegantissima and wide sprays of parple moor grass (Mediniz
‘Berplreund’). Alrv perennials are woven throughout, while more beew
Fealand tostoss sling their languid plumes here aned thers, like dozens
of pale rush strokes on A green canvas, Its Lakin momeker, Cortaderio
richordii, gives it away & a relative of the sometimes unlovely South
American pampas grass (Cortaderia selioane), so often haplessly
mareced in the maddle of a lawn or crammed into 3 small front
garden, The kiwl member of the family i an entirely different

individual, lithe and dancing, while its sister is gawky and siff,

Marching through the greemery are two dozen  beaartiful,
slender-tranked trees, crowned with elegant foliage. These are Arafia
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